Midterm Test III Study Guide
1. What is the importance of a member of Congress, compared to a Member of Parliament?
2. Which branch of government was designed by the framers as the dominant branch of government?
3. What are the requirements to be a member of the House of Representatives; what are the requirements to be a member of the Senate?
4. Which house of Congress has a two-year term and what is the intent of the two year term?
5. Which house of Congress has a six-year term and what is the intent of the six year term?
6. What is a marginal district?
7. Why is a marginal district important?
8. Why are incumbents difficult to beat in an election?
9. What is reapportionment and how often does it take place?
10. What is gerrymandering?
11. What political cartoon did Elkanah Tisdale draw?
12. What is malapportionment?
13. What house of the congress is apportionment done for?
14. What is the size of the House of Representatives?
15. Congressional election districts must be contiguous, what does that mean?
16. What precedent did Shaw v. Reno establish?
17. What is descriptive representation?
18. What is substantive representation?
19. Who according to the Constitution who is the leader of the Senate and what is the function of the this position?
20. The leadership of which house of Congress has more power and why?
21. Which committee would work out the differences in a House version and Senate version of a bill?
22. What is a filibuster and in which house of Congress is it used?
23. What is a motion for cloture and what percent is needed to pass a motion for cloture?
24. What is a discharge petition?
25. What issues were the Founding Fathers concerned with when they created the executive power?
26. How many votes does each state get in the electoral college?
27. Why did the small states believe that they would benefit under the electoral college?
28. The War powers act is feeble attempt by Congress to reassert its war making power.  If Congress wanted to they could counter balance the president’s power as commander and chief by which congressional power?
29. What are the major provisions of the War Powers Act?
30. What is the process for removing the President from office (and what were the founding fathers attempting to do when they created this process) and who carries out this process and by what fractions?
31. What is the best time a president has to enact his program and what is this time called?
32. How does presidential popularity ebb and flow?
33. What generally happens with a president’s political party at midterm elections?
34. Presidential vetoes:
35. What is the likelihood that they will be overridden?
36. What is a pocket veto and what advantage does it have over the traditional veto?
37. Who broke new ground for presidential use of veto on policy grounds rather than constitutional issues?
38. What is divided government?
39. What is unified government?
40. What happens to a president’s approval rating during a crisis and what is this process called?
41. What is the primary reason why presidential power has grown since the 1940’s?
42. What is a megaton?
43. What is an ICBM?  How many nuclear war heads are there on one ICBM?
44. What is a thermal pulse?
45. What is a blast wave?
46. What does M.A.D. stand for and how has it kept the world out of nuclear war?
47. What destructive effect of a nuclear explosion would kill people who did not die as a result of the nuclear explosion?
48. What is the definition of the bureaucracy?
49. What does the size and complexity of the bureaucracy touch upon?
50. What two events have shaped the modern bureaucracy?
51. What is the definition of Red Tape where the bureaucracy is concerned?
52. What is the definition of Conflict where the bureaucracy is concerned?
53. What is the definition of Duplication where the bureaucracy is concerned?
54. What is the definition of Imperialism where the bureaucracy is concerned?
55. What is the definition of waste where the bureaucracy is concerned?
56. If a government bureaucracy must make cuts, what type of programs do they propose cutting?
57. Even presidents have a difficult time getting the bureaucracy to comply with their wishes.  The experience of what president illustrated this and what was that experience?
